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SUB J : TURKISH UNIVERSITY RECTORS COMMENT ON STUDENT 
DISORDERS 

REF: ANKARA 3075 

1. AS A NEW OUTBREAK OF STUDENT VIOLENCE OCCURRED IN ISTANBUL 
APRIL 24 (ISTANBUL'S SEPTEL), THE RECTORS OF 13 TURKISH UNIVERSITIES, 
WHO MET IN IZMIR LAST WEEK, SUBMITTED A REPORT TO PRIMIN SULEYMAN 
DEMIREL REGARDING THE RECENT STUDENT DISTURBANCES. THE 
RECTORS' REPORT, ACCORDING TO THE TURKISH NEWS AGENCY (THA) 

NOTED THAT POLITICALLY-MOTIVATED STUDENT INCIDENTS HAVE BEEN 
OCCURRING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD "SINCE 1968" AND "HAVE ESTABLISHED 
THE TRADITION OF USING STUDENT ISSUES IN ORDER TO DRAG ALONG THE 
MASS OF STUDENTS AND HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CONCEAL THEIR REAL 
OBIECTIVES BEHIND SUCH A COVER." CLAIMING THAT THE SECURITY 
OF EDUCATION IN TURKISH UNIVERSITIES WAS THREATENED BY SUCH 
INCIDENTS, THE RECTORS CALLED UPON THE STATE SECURITY FORCES 
TO TAKE APPROPRIATE MEASURES TO RESTORE ORDER IN THE 
UNIVERSITIES, "... WHICH ARE CLEARLY THE FIELDS OF THESE 
EVENTS AND NOT THEIR SOURCE." 
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2. ADDITIONALLY, PROF TARIK SOMER, RECTOR OF THE MIDDLE 

EAST TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY (METU), WHICH WAS CLOSED FOLLOWING 
RECENT DISTURBANCES (REFTEL), TOLD IOURNALISTS APRIL 24 THAT THE 
UNIVERSITY WOULD DEFINITELY BE REOPENED APRIL 28. DURING 
THE INCIDENTS WHICH LEAD TO THE CLOSING OF METU, SOMER 
CONTINUED, STUDENTS HAD COMPLAINED THAT DORMITORY FEES (TL 
80 -$5.71- PER MONTH) WERE TOO HIGH AND HAD BASED DEMONSTRATIONS ON 
THIS COMPLAINT. REFERRING TO THE RECTORS' REPROT, SOMER SAID 
THAT STUDENT DISTURBANCES WERE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED 
AND THAT EDUCATIONAL ISSUES WERE BEING USED AS A PRETEXT. 

3. COMMENT: THE RECTORS' REPORT CLEARLY PLACES THE DEMIREL 
GOVERNMENT ON NOTICE THAT STUDENT INCIDENTS 

HAVE GONE BEYOND THE CAPABILITIES OF THE UNIVERSITY ADMIN- 
ISTRATIONS TO HANDLE. THE RECTORS HAVE, IN ESSENCE, ABSOLVED 
THEIR UNIVERSITIES OF BLAME FOR PRODUCING THE DISCONTENT THAT 
FEEDS DISORDER, AND HAVE PRESENTED THE PROBLEM AS A POLITICAL 
ONE WHICH THE GOVERNMENT MUST SOLVE. THE RECTORS' POSITION 
MAY BE DIFFICULT TO MAINTAIN, SINCE THE STUDENT INCIDENTS THAT 
BEGAN LAST NOVEMBER RARELY HAVE HAD ANY OVERT CONNECTION 
WITH NATIONAL POLITICAL ISSUES (ALTHOUGH SOME OF THE PARTICI- 
PANTS HAVE CLEARLY HAD PARTY AFFILIATIONS) AND THE STUDENTS 
HAVE PRESENTED A NUMBER OF WHAT WOULD SEEM LEGITIMATE 
ACADEMIC GRIEVANCES. NEVERTHELESS, THE RECTORS' REPORT 
COULD WELL HELP TO FOCUS PUBLIC ATTENTION ON DEMIREL'S 
HANDLING OF STUDENT DISTURBANCES - AN AREA IN WHICH HIS LACK 
OF FIRMNESS DURING HIS PREVIOUS PREMIERSHIP HELPED LEAD 
TO HIS UNSEATING BY THE ARMED FORCES IN 1971. 

MACOMBER 
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